XXXIV        ENGLISH   VOYAGES   TO   THE   CARIBBEAN
Spaniards who reported upon subsequent events seem to have been
uninformed of it, although some renegades1 were seen in the enemy's
company and were accused of having shown the English the way by
which they attacked that city.
From a captured pilot the English may have obtained some in-
formation concerning its position, but he can hardly have told them
much that they did not already know. Drake must have been well
aware that the harbour was protected by a difficult bar at the river's
mouth and commanded by a castle. The pilot may have furnished
news of recent works built for the further defence of the waterfront.
As soon, too, as the enemy appeared, Osorio's galley was brought
into such position that her artillery could damage any craft seeking
to enter, and two or three vessels were 'purposely drowned'2 on the
bar.
Drake must long have known that the adjacent coast was
hazardous, but evidently he refused to admit the Spaniards' univer-
sally accepted belief that no landing could be effected except under
the castle's guns, in the haven of Santo Domingo itself. Late on the
night of that Friday which brought the Spaniards their first news of
strange sails off Point Caucedo, certain of his ships (which were seen
as they sailed westward past the city) landed a force estimated from
800 to 1400 pikes and muskets. The men were safely piloted through
surf at Hayna. By dawn this operation was complete.
These Spanish documents show that no picket was on duty at
Hayna, so confidently was it assumed that no landing could possibly
be accomplished at that point.3 As a matter of fact, no efficient watch
seems to have been kept anywhere along the coast.4 If signal fires6
were lighted as the English drew near, certainly they conveyed no
warning to the threatened city. Having marched from Hayna at
eight o'clock, the English forces had been on their way for hours
before a scouting party, riding along the coast, discovered them and
retired with the news.
So having set ashore at Hayna the troops which under Lieutenant
General Christopher Carleill and Captain Anthony Powell
approached the city by land from the rear, Drake returned to his
ships. Saturday morning dissipated any faint hope the Spaniards
may have been entertaining that this fleet would pass Santo
Domingo by. Instead, when day brightened, they discovered that
1 Documents Nos. 14,16,37,55, enclosure 2, etc., post.
* Cf. illustration in Bigges's Discourse, here reproduced, pp. 38-9, item DD.
* Documents Nos. 14,15,19, 20 post.           * Document No. 12 post.
5 Cf. illustration in Bigges's Discourse, here reproduced, pp. 38-9, item A.